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engine could never be the State; for in a democracy the State
can be powerful only for good."
The last phrase is a pathetically eloquent statement of that
fallacy we have met at every turn of this study. It gives away
in a sentence the real cause of the weakness of Liberal thought,
the clue to the contradictions under which it laboured.
As to Vacherot he was ultimately unable to maintain himself
in so unstable an equilibrium. Becoming uneasy about the
advent of a republic, he ultimately gave up his democratic
creed before what he called the excesses or Jacobinism. He
proclaimed in La Democratie liberale in 1892 that the Republic
had destroyed freedom, particularly by the alliance of Radicals
with anti-clericalism (which was a great change from his anti-
religious attitude of thirty years previously); and after
declaring that the trial of Republican institutions has been
made, and that under the most favourable conditions, he rallied
to Constitutional Monarchy, looking to the Comte de Paris
to carry out the necessary reforms in a spirit as Liberal as
Conservative. With which we may pass on*-
Prevost-Paradol1 is another who failed, though less lamentably
than Ollivier and less paradoxically than Vacherot, to remain
to the end of his life the consistent champion of Liberalism.
His tragic suicide in New York, less than a fortnight after his
arrival as Napoleon's ambassador to the United States, may
have been due partly to physical weakness, loneliness and other
forms of nervous strain; but there seems little doubt that
ever since he had consented, against his real better judgment,
to serve Napoleon III., Paradol was haunted by the feeling of
having committed the unpardonable political sin, particularly
as, in his position as ambassador, he was more or less in the
secrets of a diplomacy he could not but despise and condemn.2
1  Lucien   Anatole  Prevost-Paradol   (1829-1870), the  intimate  boyhood
friend of Taine, was for a short time a professor in the University of Aix,
then literary critic and journalist;  became in 1870 French ambassador at
Washington. Chief works: Revue de PHistoire unwerselle (1854), Essais de
Politique et de Literature (1859-1863), Quelques Pages d'Histoire contemporaine
(1862-1866). Biographies byGreard and Aubert.
2 Greard states that while the Empress talked of nothing but Prussia,
reprisals, insults to be avenged, the need for France to regain her former
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